Designing Texts for Partially Sighted and Sighted People: Launch of legibility.info Website
How do you design text that is easily readable for as many people as possible? Communication designers around the world can now turn to the website legibility.info to answer this question.
Berlin, October 2025. The focus is on fonts and sizes, spacing, text alignment, contrasts … Since 2017, the German Federation of the Blind and Partially Sighted (DBSV) has provided clear explanations and practical tools on its leserlich.info platform to support the legibility of text in print and digital media. Two key examples are the Font Size Calculator and the Contrast Calculator, which provide specific measurements and colour values for each application.
In recent years, leserlich.info has attracted increasing international interest. So far, there hasn’t been a comparable English-language resource – legibility.info now fills that gap. By providing all content in English, the platform now reaches a much wider audience. The goal: greater reach, stronger impact, more inclusion.
Making texts easier to read is not only beneficial for partially sighted people. Inclusive communication design helps all of us – in stressful situations or when visibility is poor, for those with reading difficulties, and as we age. legibility.info also demonstrates that communication design can be both accessible to partially sighted people and appealing to sighted people.
leserlich.info has been supported by MSD since its launch. ‘The platform facilitates the inclusive design of texts. This is important, for example, for health information and thus for health literacy. We were happy to support the relaunch so that now legibility.info can be offered internationally and thus reach an even wider audience,’ says Xenia von Maltzan, MSD's patient representative.
Background
leserlich.info was developed by designers from the adlerschmidt agency, led by Prof. Florian Adler, together with experts from the German Federation of the Blind and Partially Sighted (DBSV) who have themselves been affected by vision loss. The site was launched in 2017, has been regularly updated since then and underwent a thorough relaunch in 2024.
Why inclusive communication design?
Communication is essential for finding your way in the world and participating in social life. Free access to information is also a core principle of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which came into force in 2009. According to WHO figures, there are around one million partially sighted people in Germany alone who have less than 30 percent of normal vision, even with visual aids. Information on legibility is scattered throughout specialist literature and other sources, especially in the German standard DIN 1450 on the legibility of characters. ‘Designers, however, often perceive standards as a creativity killer,’ says Prof. Adler, who knows both sides. He is a member of the DIN Standards Committee on Typeface, a university lecturer and the owner of the design agency adlerschmidt. ‘legibility.info solves the problem by making complex information understandable and applicable.’
Response and success
In the eight years since its launch, the platform has become an authority on the subject. ‘It's a must for communication designers,’ writes the trade magazine PAGE, and leserlich.info is listed as a reference in the German government's online style guide. leserlich.info was awarded the Werkbund label by the German Werkbund in 2022.
The German Federation of the Blind and Partially Sighted (DBSV)
DBSV is the national organisation representing blind and partially sighted individuals and patients with conditions leading to sight loss. As a self-help organisation, DBSV strives for an inclusive, forward-looking society free of discrimination.
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